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The Arctic Sea Navigational Routes: EU’ s Policy Orientation and

Diplomatic Practices
YANG Jian'

(1. Shanghai Institutes for International Studies Shanghai 200233  China)

Abstract: Climate change and rapid melting of the ice demonstrate an immense economic opportunity in exploi—
ting the navigatinal sea routes in the Arctic. As an economy entity relying heavily on trade and shipping EU pays
great attention to involving in the Arctic affairs. At the same time EU is facing a measure of boycotting from Arc—
tic countries and the Arctic Council EU takes advantage of the multidayered structure of the Arctic governance
and fully plays its multi-dimension diplomacy. It integrates its interests in the Arctic with providing public goods
to environmental protection and efficient governance. EU knows how to play a cooperative role in the Arctic eco—
nomy and social development by means of market and investment. Sharing many common strategic interests and
diplomatic stance China and EU could be potential strategic partners in the Arctic affairs.

Key words: Arctic; navigation sea route; EU; diplomacy



