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beyond specific technology or programs. Now, China is looking at the outer space
cooperation with the United States from a strategic perspective. It wants to push the
United States to be more constructive in global outer space governance so that the US
may jointly shoulder the major powers’ responsibility with China to maintain outer
space peace and security.
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Alliance Formation and Infighting among Rebel Groups: A Case
Study of Syrian Civil War
ZHOU Yigqi

{ Abstract] During the civil war, various rebel groups may at times form alliances in
their confrontation against the government, while at other times they may engage in
fierce conflicts and fighting among themselves. Why does a rebel group that fights
against the government become engaged in another struggle? This research topic has
drawn much attention to the study of civil wars. When applied alone, neither the
ideational factors nor the material factors are capable of providing satisfactory
answers. This article may offer an integrated explanatory framework camping in the
previous studies. It argues that the ideational factors, when interacted with the material
factors, will influence rebel groups’ choice between alliance formation and internal
conflict. When government’s repressive capacity is strong, ideational factors have
more opportunities to exert their influence. The relative balance of power among rebel
groups will diversify the influence of ideational factors, while the presence of external
support will strengthen it. With the Syrian Civil War as an illustrative case, the article
focuses on the explanatory framework by making comparative studies within it.
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