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From “Cordial Exchange” to “Enduring Opposition” .
Reflections on Cross-Taiwan Strait Relations in 2016 and Prospects for 2017

Yan An-lin

Abstract: Cross-Taiwan Strait relations have been cooling down since Tsai Ing-wen took office in
Taiwan in 2016. Despite the occasional progress achieved by both sides across the Strait in economic,

>

trade, cultural and social areas., their relationship has been evolving from “cordial exchange” to

2 ‘.

“cold peace, new opposition,” and even “cold confrontation. ” Mainly due to the “Taiwan inde-
pendence” policy adopted by the Tsai Ing-wen authority, cross-Strait exchange is largely confined to
non-official channels, and the interaction between the Communist Party of China (CPC) and the
Kuomintang (KMT) remains the key to steering the course of cross-Strait relations. Fundamentally,
the development of cross-Strait relations in 2017 relies on whether the Tsai authority can launch an
overhaul of its cross-Strait policy. As of today, the prospects do not appear to be very positive.
Keywords: cross-Strait relations, Tsai Ing-wen, cross-Strait policy, Cold Confrontation

Author: Yan Anlin is Researcher and Vice President of Shanghai Institutes for International Studies,

as well as Professor at the Collaborative Innovation Center for Peaceful Development of Cross-Strait

Relations
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