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Abstracts

and security environment around Russia stimulated by the intensification of the Syrian crisis and the
Ukrainian crisis Russia’s Middle East policy has gone through a major shift. Russia is gradually
transforming from a neutral mediator to a direct participant or shaper that could grasp the direction in the
Middle East. It has broken the U.S. military monopoly in the Middle East through military diplomacy
and joint anti-terror action with Middle Eastern countries. Military diplomacy has become a
breakthrough for Russia to get rid of political and economic crisis and defend its national interests the
effect of which not only contributes to the political solution of Syrian crisis but also consolidates
Putin’s domestic ruling foundation.

Key Words Russia; Middle East; Military Diplomacy; Syrian Crisis; Ukrainian Crisis

Author CUI Zheng Ph.D. Research Assistant Research Center for the Economics and Politics

of Transitional Countries Liaoning University.

47 Review of Russia’s Energy Cooperation with the Middle East

Abstract  Energy cooperation is an important diplomatic tool for Russia’s involvement in the
Middle East. With the help of energy cooperation Russia is developing relationships with key Middle
Eastern countries strengthening cooperation with traditional friendly countries which contributes to the
building of Russia’s three-dimensional diplomacy toward the Middle East. Russia’s energy cooperation
with the Middle East serves its overall foreign policy subject to its domestic economic situation and its
overall economic strength covering both bilateral and multilateral cooperation. Continued downturn of
the oil price and turbulence of the region have promoted the energy cooperation between Russia and
regional countries on the one hand but have left hidden inevitable competition between the two both
of whom are energy producers and exporters in crucial international energy consumption markets.

Key Words Russia; Middle East; Energy Cooperation; Energy Diplomacy

Author QIANG Xiaoyun Ph.D. Associate Professor Center for Russian and Central Asian

Studies Research Fellow Institute for Global Governance Shanghai Institutes for International Studies

61 Obama Doctrine and Syrian Crisis

Abstract The Syrian crisis is a series of complicated geopolitical contests engendered by the Arab
Spring. It involves the Syrian civil war global anti+errorism and interventions from super powers as
well as strains exerted by its neighboring countries. Since the Syrian crisis is the one that costs the U.S.
government the most to weigh in and mediate under its overall contracted Middle Eastern policy it
becomes an important perspective to evaluate Washington’s adjustment on foreign policies and Middle
East policies. Guided by the Obama doctrine the U.S. continues to promote negotiation through putting
pressure in Syrian crisis. It learns the lesson of Iraq and avoids military involvement. It also attaches
importance to multilateral means trying to stabilize the Syrian situation though balance of power and
interest replacement so as to serve U.S. core interests in the Middle East and its regional policies. With
the President-elect Trump’s predilection for the new conservatism and isolationism it’s foreseeable that
Obama doctrine would likely be inherited in Washington’s future Syrian and the Middle Eastern policy.

Key Words Obama Doctrine; Syrian Crisis; U.S.; Russia; Counter-terrorism

Author MA Xiaolin Professor Beijing Foreign Studies University President of Blshe.com.

75  Political Development in the Middle East after the Arab Upheavals: Predicaments
and Reflections

Abstract Analyzing from the historical perspective five factors that could exert fundamental

structural and directional impacts on the future political development of the Middle East which has

experienced the Arab upheaval are as follows: First the process of political democratization took
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