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(RfEHmE XEMRE)

A Comparative Exploration into the Underlying Causes of the
Election of Donald Trump and Tsai Ing-wen
Yu Xintian

Abstract: With the election of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)’s Tsai Ing-wen as leader of Taiwan in
January 2016 and that of Donald Trump as U.S. president in November 2016, great changes have taken place
for Sino-U.S., cross-Taiwan Strait and Taiwan-U.S. relations. By comparing the similarities and differences
between the underlying causes of their election, this paper reaches three conclusions: (1) the danger of new
populism cannot be neglected; (2) the crisis of identity is more grave and urgent than the value gap; and (3)
misjudgment of the situation would bring about negative interaction between internal and external policies.
This paper helps to recognize the social and cultural basis of both the United States and Taiwan, and thus
contributes to thinking on tackling the Taiwan issue in the future.

Key Words: Donald Trump; Tsai Ing-wen; Underlying Cause; Social and Cultural Basis
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