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Abstracts

03 From Overall Detachment to Positive Involvement: China’s Diplomacy Toward the Middle
East since the Reform and Opening-up

Abstract  Since the reform and opening-up, China has made significant adjustments to its
diplomatic strategy. China’s attitude towards participating in Middle Eastern affairs experienced a shift
from “keeping a low profile” to “being more proactive in tactics”, then to emphasizing its role as a
great power in the region. With regard to its policy toward the Middle East, China has shifted to
actively participating in the settlement of regional hot issues by putting forward its ideas and schemes,
then to raising a series of major power diplomacy concepts with Chinese characteristics such as
‘peaceful development, ‘win-win cooperation’ and ‘building a new type of international relations’
and ‘a community of shared future for mankind’. The position of the Middle East in the Chinese
diplomatic strategy ranking is constantly advancing, while the relations between China and the regional
countries have also witnessed rapid development from the initial emphasis on mutual political support to
mutual cooperation in political, economic, cultural, energy and high-tech and other fields, as well as to
the establishment of comprehensive cooperation, common development and future-oriented China-Arab
strategic partnership.

Key Words Reform and Opening-up; China’s Diplomacy toward the Middle East; China-Middle
East Relations

Author LI Weijian, Ph.D., Senior Fellow, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies.

14 China’s Participation in the UN Peacekeeping Missions in the Middle East since the Reform
and Opening-up: Ideations and Practice

Abstract Since the reform and opening-up, China’s perception of the UN peacekeeping missions
has evolved from an emotional to a rational response, from a single-faceted to a comprehensive
recognition, from a negative attitude to a positive one. China’s participation in the Middle East security
governance has been exemplified by its evolving role in the UN peacekeeping missions in the region,
which can be divided into four stages of cautious engagement ( 1979-1987) , preliminary participation
(1988-2001) , regime innovation ( 2002-2011) , and proactive and strategic design ( from 2012 to
present) . The ideations, policy and trajectory of China’s participation in the UN peacekeeping missions
in the Middle East are collectively driven by four dynamics: its gradually deepened reform and opening—
up, the enhancement of China’s international status, the expansion of its overseas interests, and the
consolidation of its role as a responsible power. China’s participation in the UN peacekeeping has
fostered the collective capability of the rising powers in the Middle East security governance, and
meanwhile it has been an essential arena for Beijing to explore its “peacekeeping diplomacy ” and
consolidates its strategic cooperation with the US, Russia, the European Union, the African Union and
the League of Arab States, respectively. In the Middle East peacekeeping missions, China should
contribute not only to finance and personnel, but also its wisdom for agenda-setting ability, so that
China will transcend from a big country to a great power in its UN peacekeeping missions and discourse
construction.

Key Words China; Middle East; Security Governance; Peacekeeping Missions; United Nations
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