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The South China Sea Issue: Analysis of the Fourth Representation of Deep —level
Structural Strategic Contradiction between China and Japan / Cai Liang / 54

The key of improving Sino—Japanese relations at this stage is how to build the bilateral
relationship according to the requirements of the new era while this does not mean that the
two countries should ignore the existing sensitive and complicated structural contradictions.
After Taiwan issue history issue and Diaoyu Island issue the Sino-—Japanese conflicts in
South China Sea have become the fourth performance of the deep—seated structural strategic
contradictions between the two countries. The main reason of these problems is Japan’ s
negative perception of China’ s rise which in turn triggers targeted offensive and provoca—
tive policies of Japan towards China. Japan’ s interference in the South China Sea has the
features of “complex interest positioning regional strategic linkage and multi—field and multi
—leveled complementary policy implementation” . As a response China should adopt a gen—
eral policy of “ controlling the overall situation  struggling and cooperating

_— e e .
whenappropriate” and make specific responses to specific interventions.

The Need to Develop International Law of the Sea ———Seen from the Dispute between
China and the United States on “Freedom of Navigation” / Zhang Wei / 69

Since 2015 the dispute on “freedom of navigation at sea” has become the focus which
may lead to Sino—US military friction and potential conflict. China and the United States
have different interpretations concerning the relevant provisions of the United Nations Con—
vention on the Law of the Sea ( UNCLOS) . Since the end of the Second World War the in—
ternational environment the form of war and the development of weapons and equipment
have all undergone tremendous changes and brought many new issues. But there is a lack of
specialized international laws. Few provisions are clearly stated on the application of
maritime military operations under the current international law and the law of the sea. More—
over some of the bilateral or multilateral military treaties and rules that have emerged are not
mandatory enough. All these reasons are prone to cause maritime military friction conflict
and even possible war. It reflects the development needs of contemporary international law of
the sea that includes both the development of the law of war and the law of armed conflict
the development of international sea law applicable to maritime military activities and the
direct establishment of relevant bilateral and multilateral maritime military operations law. In
this field the two powers China and the United States and the international community are

expected to make a difference.

Policy Implements of “Indo—Pacific” Strategy in South Pacific; Status Dynamics
and Prospects / Qin Sheng / 79

As an important part of the “Indo—Pacific” region the South Pacific is becoming the
policy focus of “Indo—Pacific” strategy. The Pacific Ocean Southeast Asia and the Indian
Ocean together constitute the “Indo—Arc” in the geographical sense. Compared with other
regions South Pacific has gained a great strategic position in the process of transforming from

“Asia—Pacific” to “Indo—Pacific” . Due to the natural advantages of United States Japan
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