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On U.S.-Taiwan Relations since President Trump Took Office:
Progress Prospects and Influencing Factors

Yan Anlin

Abstract: The U.S.-Taiwan relationship has made headway since Donald Trump was elected president as evidenced
by the telephone conversation between Trump and Tsai Ing—wen more frequent high—level exchanges and closer military
security ties between Taiwan and the United States and the passing of a series of “pro—Taiwan” bills in the U.S. Congress.
The advancement of U.S.-Taiwan relations results mainly from four factors. First due to major shifts in the balance of
power between China and the United States as the mainland keeps developing at a daunting pace the U.S. strategic and
policy circles tend to adopt a doubtful and even containment stance toward China. Second as the U.S. President Donald
Trump features a mixture of “layman of politics ”  “business mentality” and “maverick personality.” Third the traditional
pro— Taiwan forces in the United States have been working more actively to influence the U.S. policy. Fourth the
Democratic Progressive Party ( DPP) authorities have taken more initiatives to meet the policy needs of the Trump
administration with more effective lobbying efforts and even “money offensives.” In the future the Taiwan — U. S.
relationship is likely to achieve bigger advancement in the lifting of past restrictions on high—level exchange a bigger role
attached to Taiwan in the U.S “Indo—Pacific strategy” certain progress in their trade relations and more U.S. support for
Taiwan's participation in activities of various international organizations. In the meantime the U.S.-Taiwan relationship is
faced with many structural constraints and problems including the influence of the Chinese mainland—U.S. relationship the
economic and trade disputes between Taiwan and the United States the “uncertainty” of President Trump’s policy as well
as the inherent resistance to the enhancement of the substantive U.S.-Taiwan relationship.
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