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New Dynamics of Taiwan-U.S. Relations since the
COVID-19 Outbreak: Causes and Impacts
Yan Anlin

Abstract: Taiwan-U.S. relations have manifested some new dynamics since the COVID-19 outbreak.
Both sides have been working to promote their official relationship: they have issued a joint statement on
strengthening cooperation and mutual help in countering the pandemic; with the U.S. encouragement, the
Tsai Ing-wen authorities boast in international media about “Taiwan lessons” in preventing the pandemic;
officials of both sides discuss Taiwan’s counter-COVID-19 experience and international engagement on on-line
forums; and the United States have given strong support for Taiwan’s participation in activities of international
organizations, in particular the World Health Assembly (WHA). More alarmingly, they have begun high-level
exchanges and their military ties have been strengthened, especially after President Trump signed into law the
Taiwan Allies International Protection and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI) Act on March 26, 2020. For the
Trump administration, such moves would help implement its China strategy by “playing the Taiwan card”;
for the Tsai Ing-wen authorities, those moves under the disguise of “concerns of the pandemic outweighing
politics” are expected to win more international support for the expansion of Taiwan’s international space
and its closer relationship with the United States. The new dynamics between Taiwan and the United States
have not only emboldened “Taiwan-independence” forces, but also greatly impaired cross-Strait relations
and Sino-U.S. relations, leading to growing tension across the Taiwan Strait. As a result, both the Sino-U.S.
relationship and the cross-Strait relationship are facing more disturbance and grave risks.

Key Words: COVID-19; Taiwan-U.S. Relations; New Dynamics; Cause and Impact
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