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China and Africa Work together to Fight against COVID-19
and Improve Public Health in Africa
Zeng Aiping

Abstract: Under the background of the global fight against the COVID-19
pandemic the Extraordinary China— Africa Summit on Solidarity against COVID -19 is
an important meeting with special significance and far—reaching influence. President Xi
Jinping” s keynote speech charted the course for further solidarity between China and
Africa in fighting the epidemic and comprehensive and in—depth development of
China— Africa friendly cooperation. It also injected strong positive impetus into the early
fight against the epidemic. In face of the common enemy of COVID-19 China and
Africa have supported and helped each other and worked hand in hand vividly
illustrating the spirit of a community with a shared future for mankind. Medical and
health cooperation is an important part of China—Africa relations. Solidarity and
cooperation in fighting against COVID-19 is the latest manifestation of China— Africa
medical and health cooperation over the past 60 years. While working together to fight
the epidemic China has provided strong support to Africa in resuming work and
production developing the economy and ensuring people’ s livelihood. The COVID-19
pandemic has highlighted the deep difficulties of public health governance in Africa and
there are broad prospects for China— Africa cooperation in the field of medical treatment
and public health.
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From South-South Cooperation to Global Cooperation:
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Abstract: Through the past years of development the Forum on China—Africa

Cooperation ( FOCAC) has been featured as a complex of development initiative
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dialogue platform and action mechanism which has been playing a significant role on
African development and China—Africa cooperation. FOCAC has reinvigorating the
potential of South—South cooperation and empowering it with new features approaches
and functions. As a global public goods provider FOCAC is also shaping the construction
of international cooperation in Africa. It has been contributing to the equilibrium and
complementation of African international cooperation fostering new opportunities to
international partners in Africa and providing new ideas and approaches on global
governance. One prominent tendency is that FOCAC is not just a platform for China—African
cooperation it is becoming a new front of China’s international cooperation. Based on this
China should hold more open position to advance the international cooperation in Africa
and make China— Africa cooperation more beneficial and inclusive to the enlarged circle
of partners and stakeholders. These will be crucial determinants for the future
sustainable development of China—Africa cooperation.

Keywords: the Forum on China—Africa Cooperation ( FOCAC) South — South
cooperation international cooperation in Africa China— Africa relations

Author: Zhou Yuyuan Associate Research Fellow of Center for West Asian and
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The Impact of COVID-19 on China-Africa Economic and Trade Cooperation
and its Response
Yao Guimei

Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic has not only plunged African countries into a
dilemma of economic and social survival and development but also severely impacted
the booming economic and trade cooperation between China and Africa. In the short
term China’ s project contracting two—way trade and investment cooperation with Africa
are facing downward risks and the investment and operation of Chinese enterprises in
Africa is difficult. In the long run COVID-19 would not change the complementary
advantages of economic structure between China and Africa but inspire China and
Africa work together to overcome difficulties and innovate mechanisms and modes of
economic and trade cooperation and highlight the strategic value and demonstration
significance of China—Africa cooperation. Africa remains the continent that Chinese
investors continue to focus on. Under the COVID-19 pandemic African countries begin
to reflect on the drawbacks of the export—oriented economy model rebuild economic
structure and vigorously develop the digital economy African Continental Free Trade
Zone local manufacturing and the upgrading projects related to people’s livelihood. Chinese
government and enterprises should seize this opportunities take investment as the lead and

give priority to livelihood projects and promote the development of China—Africa economic

- 159 -



